Acknowledgments

The preparation of the scientific programme of the conference would not have been possible without the continuous and kind support of the International Advisory Committee. The assistance and effort of the committee members enabled me to appoint excellent speakers for the reviews, covering the key current topics in particle physics, astroparticle physics and cosmology.

The local organizing committee contributed strongly to the preparation and success the conference. In particular I would like to mention two highlights organised by this committee. The first was an evening talk for the general public on ’Elementarteilchen aus dem Kosmos’ given by W. Hofmann at the Humboldt University, Berlin. The second was the visit to the observatory with the ’Einstein Tower’ in Potsdam.

On the practical side the organization of the conference was carried out by DESY staff members. Above all I would like to mention Martina Mende. She handled with great success the numerous details required for the preparation of the conference. She solved with great patience all the individual problems that were encountered by many of the participants, and made sure everything ran smoothly during the conference.

Ulrike Behrens and Axel Hagedorn contributed substantially to the preparation of the Conference Poster, to the Conference Web Page, to the preparation of the poster sessions as well as to many additional logistical items. Many more people contributed to the success of the conference, including the DESY technical service and the computing center, and students from the universities of Berlin and Postdam. I am most grateful to all of them. In particular I would like to thank Ralph Dollan from Humboldt University, who brillantly managed to get the contributions for the proceedings in proper shape for printing.

The conference was generously supported by the ’Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft’. In particular this support facilitated the participation of many young scientists who would otherwise have been unable to attend.

Finally I would like to thank the following companies for their generous financial support of the conference: Electron Tubes Limited, Dimension Data, DELL, ISEG, W-ie-ner and the Springer Verlag.

Wolfgang Lohmann